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Ashington Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA): Post Adoption Statement Nov 2021  

The Ashington Neighbourhood Development Plan (ANP) was ‘made’ on the 23 June 2021 and now 

forms part of the Development Plan for the determination of planning applications in the Ashington 

Parish. 

This statement has been prepared in accordance with Regulation 16 of the Environmental Assessment 

of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (16) (3) and (4), which require a statement to be produced 

on adoption of a plan or programme, to detail: 

 

This statement addresses each of these points in turn: 

1. How have environmental (sustainability) considerations been integrated into the Made 

Neighbourhood Development Plan? 

The Draft Scoping Report was published in May 2018 and provided a collection of baseline 

data for the Parish. The document sought to establish the key sustainability challenges 

facing the Parish of an economic, environmental and social nature. The Strategic 

 
1. ‘How environmental considerations have been integrated into the plan or 

programme? 

2. How the environmental report has been taken into account? 

3. How opinions expressed in response to 

a. The invitation referred to in regulation 13(2)d; 

b. Action taken by the responsible authority in accordance with regulation 

13(4); 

Have been taken into account 

4. How the results of any consultations entered into under regulation 14(4) have 

been taken into account; 

5. The reasons for choosing the plan or programme as adopted – in light of other 

reasonable alternatives dealt with; 

6. The measures that are to be taken to monitor the significant environmental 

effects of the implementation of the plan or programme.’ 
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Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the Ashington Parish Neighbourhood Plan sets out the 

baseline information about Ashington as the Neighbourhood Plan Area. As required by the 

regulations, SEA has been developed as an iterative process and has informed decision 

making at every stage of developing the ANP. Additionally, the Ashington Neighbourhood 

Plan SEA has been informed through detailed Evidence Base Documents which identify key 

plans, policies, and guidance, which in turn, have influenced the contents of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. The issues identified informed the setting of environmental 

objectives, which the emerging policies in the plan were assessed against. These objectives 

have helped ensure that the most sustainable options were identified.  

 

Sustainability Assessment Framework for ANP 

2. How has the SEA Report been taken into account through the preparation of the Made 

Neighbourhood Development Plan? 

The production of the Sustainability Appraisal Report incorporating Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the Ashington Neighbourhood Development Plan 

2017-2031 has been an iterative process, carried out concurrently with the development of 

the Ashington Neighbourhood Development Plan. The SA/SEA process began with the 

production of the SA Scoping Report (Jan 2018). 

The SEA process contributed to the development of the Ashington Neighbourhood Plan by 

providing an assessment of all reasonable policy and potential site options. In this 

assessment, the SA Framework was used to compare each policy option alongside 

reasonable alternatives, and the option of having no Neighbourhood Plan at all. The 
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significant effects of the options were identified and those which had the most potentially 

negative impacts were not recommended for inclusion within the Ashington 

Neighbourhood Plan. The outcome of this assessment is documented within Section 5 

Assessment in the final SA/SEA Report. 

For certain policies, potential negative impacts on the environment were identified; 

however, it was possible to overcome these impacts through the employment of 

appropriate mitigation. An example of this would be the revision made to Policy ANP11. 

This policy aimed to deliver a significant proportion of the 225 homes identified in the plan 

as a comprehensive proposal on one site. Following consultation with Historic England (HE) 

it was revealed some parts of the site was identified as potential sensitive to archeological 

remains and warranted further investigation. Following further consultation with HE, 

revisions to the policy was made whereby the area impacted by the presence of potential 

archaeological remains would be designated as public open space and no development 

would be implemented there preserving the opportunity for further investigation in the 

future.  

The SA/SEA Report demonstrates how sustainability considerations have been taken into 

account and provides an audit trail and formal statement on the consideration and 

assessment of all policy options. 

3. How have opinions expressed in response to the following matters been taken into 

account in the production of the ‘Made’ Neighbourhood Development Plan? 

a. Consultation was undertaken with members of the public and statutory consultees during 

the Scoping Report, Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 

2012 (as amended) draft-submission consultation and Regulation 16 submission-draft 

consultation; 

b. Amendments made by the Parish Council in response to public comments made on the 

documents are recorded and published through the Consultation Statement and made 

available during the Reg 16 consultation. The examination of the plan and the modifications 

proposed by the Examiner have been accepted and incorporated into the plan.  

4. How the results of any consultations entered into under regulation 14(4) (cross-boundary 

consultations with neighbouring Parishes/ Districts) have been taken into  account; 

Key Environmental Bodies 

The Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive requires that the authorities referred to 
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in article 6(3) shall be consulted when deciding upon the scope and level of detail of the 

information to be included in the SA/SEA (Environmental) Report. In England the statutory 

consultees are the Environment Agency, English Heritage (now known as Historic England) 

and Natural England. The Statutory Consultees, together with any locally significant 

partners were consulted on the SA Scoping Report in March 2016 for a period of 5 weeks. 

There was no feedback received from Environment Agency. Feedback received from 

Natural England stated that the document appeared to deal reasonably with the natural 

environment, indicating that the plan would likely lead to protection and enhancement of 

designated and otherwise important landscapes. Feedback received back from the Historic 

England Historic England advised of a negative impact on potential archaeological remains 

in the ground and this was subsequently confirmed from a geophysical assessment 

undertaken by the site promoter. It followed, the land at Church Farm House was 

amalgamated with the land west of Ashington School into a single site allocation. As part of 

this, part of the allocation the land at Church Farm House was allocated only as public open 

space, with no built development to be designated on it. The reason was that there is a high 

likelihood that built development would impact on the archaeological remains associated 

with the presence of a Roman Villa which extends into the western part of the site. An 

assessment of the amended site allocation can be found in the submission version of the 

Plan. 

Public Consultation 

The SA/SEA of the Ashington Neighbourhood Plan was consulted upon along the Ashington 

Neighbourhood Plan for six weeks at the Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 stage, on 22 

June 2019 – 17 August 2019 and then for a further eight weeks alongside the 

Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 Publicity Period, on 17 June 2020 – 12 August 2020. 

Over eighty representations were received and passed over to the Examiner. Examination 

was undertaken by independent Examiner David Hogger and his report was received on the 

9 March 2021.  

Neighbouring Authorities 

All neighbouring authorities was consulted on the initial scope of the SA/SEA and the 

Regulation 14 and 16 Consultations.  

No comments were received from neighbouring parishes specifically on the SA/SEA or 

Environmental objectives. 



5 
 

 

5. What were the reasons for choosing the Plan as adopted – in light of other reasonable 

alternatives dealt with? 

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 2004 (12) (2) requires 

environmental reports to examine reasonable alternatives for the plan or programme 

whilst taking into account the objectives and scope of the plan or programme. This 

statement is required to set out the reasons for choosing the plan or programme as ‘made’ 

in light of other reasonable alternatives dealt with. 

The final assessment in the SEA demonstrates that the policies in the ANP make a positive 

contribution towards the achievement of sustainable development. They are expected to 

have a number of positive effects. Mitigation has been applied where negative effects are 

present and all are considered capable of being mitigated in full. There was only one 

significant detrimental effect – in respect of the impact on archaeological remains of built 

development on the Church Farm House site – which has been mitigated by this land only 

being allocated as public open space. 20. This gives confidence that the policies in the Plan 

will contribute to sustainable development. 

6. What measures are to be taken to monitor the significant environmental effects of the 

implementation of the plan or programme? 

The SEA process does not finish with the publication of the document. Under Regulation 17 

of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulation 2004, the ANP will 

be subject to on-going monitoring. This will be carried out by jointly Ashington Parish 

Council and Rother District Council. The latter will monitor the continuing suitability of the 

Neighbourhood Plan’s policies, including in terms of significant environmental effects, 

through its Local Plan Monitoring Report. 

 The policies associated with the site allocations in the ANP will be monitored by the Parish 

Council through its assessment of the planning applications for the allocated sites. The 

Parish Council will expect the conditions associated with granting of planning permission 

by HDC to fully reflect those policies. 


