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Dear Sir / Madam 

RE: Regulation 16 Consultation Itchingfield Neighbourhood 

Development Plan  

This representation is submitted on behalf of Hunter Group Ltd in response 

to the Council’s Regulation 16 consultation on the Itchingfield Draft 

Neighbourhood Development Plan and follows previous representations 

made at Regulation 14 stage.   

The following representation, broadly aligns with our response to the 

Regulation 14 consultation but takes into consideration the emerging Local 

Plan for Horsham and updated figures for housing need within the District. 

The Plan has policy chapters containing the Vision and Objectives of the 

Neighbourhood Development Plan together with individual policy topic areas 

on amongst others: 

• Environment and Heritage 

• Community Infrastructure 

• Housing 

• Economy, and 

• Transport 

 

These representations focus on Environment and Housing and specifically, 

the proposed Sumners Ponds Development Site (Policy 9). 
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Draft Itchingfield Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The Itchingfield Neighbourhood Development Plan (INDP) has been 

prepared by Itchingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee on behalf 

of the Parish Council, as the ‘qualifying body’ under the provisions of the 

Localism Act 2011.  

If the INDP is formally ‘made’ following completion of the next stages of the 

neighbourhood development plan process, the INDP will form part of the 

Local Development Plan against which development proposals within the 

Parish should be determined.  

To enable neighbourhood forums to profit from these development plan 

powers, a ‘made’ neighbourhood development plan must comply with the 

‘strategic needs and priorities of the wider local area’, as stated at Paragraph 

29 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2019 (NPPF):  

‘Neighbourhood planning gives communities the power to develop a 

shared vision for their area. Neighbourhood Plans can shape, direct 

and help to deliver sustainable development, by influencing local 

planning decisions as part of the statutory development plan. 

Neighbourhood plans should not promote less development than set 

out in the strategic policies for the area, or undermine those strategic 

policies’. 

In this case, the INDP once ‘made’ should be in general conformity with those 

strategic needs and priorities of Horsham District Council (HDC), as set out 

within the Horsham District Planning Framework (HDPF) which was adopted 

in 2015.  The HDPF is required to be reviewed in accordance with Paragraph 

33 of the NPPF to ensure ongoing compliance against national policy.  The 

District Council is in the process of reviewing the adopted HDPF for the whole 

of the District and this review is at a very early stage with anticipated adoption 

Autumn 2022.   

The draft INDP is seeking to allocate housing for the Parish and therefore, to 

ensure general conformity with the existing strategic policies, it is important 

that the housing need assessment and site allocations proposed within the 

INDP are tested against the most up to date evidence.  In this regard, 

Planning Practice Guidance states:  

“Neighbourhood plans are not obliged to contain policies addressing 

all types of development. However, where they do contain policies 

relevant to housing supply, these policies should take account of latest 

and up-to-date evidence of housing need. 

In particular, where a qualifying body is attempting to identify and meet 

housing need, a local planning authority should share relevant 

evidence on housing need gathered to support its own plan-making. 

(Paragraph: 040 Reference ID: 41-040-20160211; Revision date: 11 

02 2016)”  



 

Under the provision of the updated NPPF, Itchingfield Neighbourhood Plan 

Steering Group approached HDC to request an indictive housing requirement 

for the Parish.  HDC has set out within the “Determining an Indicative Housing 

Requirement Number for Neighbourhood Plan Areas: Itchingfield 

Neighbourhood Plan” published in October 2018 that the housing requirement 

for the parish to be in the region of 61 dwellings.  This figure was derived from 

the following sources: 

a) Local Plan derived figure – 19 dwellings  

b) Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) derived figure – 83 

dwellings  

c) Housing Needs Register (HNR) derived figure – 103 dwellings  

The mid-point from these sources identified the housing need as 61 dwellings. 

Against this evidence base, it is considered that the proposed ‘indicative 

figure’ of 61 units should be seen as a minimum, with allocations seeking to 

make the most effective use of land to deliver housing numbers more directly 

linked with both the SHMA and HNR figures.  

Background 

The draft INDP follows previous consultations and public exhibitions.  

Following a ‘call for sites’ in 2016, the Parish considered 30 potential sites for 

future housing allocations within the village.  The site at Sumners Ponds has 

been actively promoted for inclusion, on behalf of Hunter Group Ltd, for a 

mixed use development comprising approximately 32 dwellings and 

2,500sqm of commercial land. 

All 30 sites, including Sumners Ponds, were put to the local community as 

part of a public consultation event.   

We are very pleased to see Sumners Ponds has been carried forward to 

deliver a mixed use development, as set out in indicative Policy 9 of the 

Itchingfield Neighbourhood Development Plan.  The inclusion of this site to 

provide such uses is fully supported in principle.  

Housing Need and Delivery 

The adopted HDPF sets out a strategic district-wide annualised housing 

delivery requirement of 800 with a minimum of 1,500 dwellings to be delivered 

throughout the district to be allocated through Neighbourhood Planning and 

750 new homes as windfalls.  The emerging HDPF Review is targeting a 

minimum of 1,200 new homes per annum.  

The Parish Council has stated in the draft INDP that the Parish accepts 

responsibility to take a reasonable proportion of the housing requirement for 

the District and to the local housing need for the parish.   



 

Planning Practice Guidance states that “Neighbourhood planning bodies are 

encouraged to plan to meet their housing requirement, and where possible to 

exceed it. A sustainable choice of sites to accommodate housing will provide 

flexibility if circumstances change, and allows plans to remain up to date over 

a longer time scale” (Paragraph: 103 Reference ID: 41-103-20190509). 

In this regard, whilst the proposed allocation at Sumners Pond (Policy 9) is 

fully supported in principle, the Parish Council is encouraged to recognise the 

need for further flexibility in order to respond to change, and therefore the 

numbers of dwellings (around 32) and commercial units (around 7) as set out 

within emerging policy should not be seen as an arbitrary ceiling to delivering 

a high quality new development for the benefit of the local community in terms 

of meeting future housing need as well as local employment opportunities.   

Any proposal would still need to meet each of the 8 further controls of 

development set out within Policy 9, however we consider that it is likely that 

more effective use of the land could be made, which would be unduly 

controlled by the policy wording and definition of ‘around’, which as a guide is 

plus or minus 10% of the figure quoted.  

Conclusions  

The Itchingfield Neighbourhood Development Plan must align with the 

strategic needs and priorities of the wider local area, as stated at paragraph 

29 of the NPPF, and the overall objectives of the Horsham District Planning 

Framework, which seeks to deliver adequate new homes to meet the housing 

need.  

We would therefore hope that consideration could be given to amending the 

introductory wording of Policy 9 Sumners Ponds Site as follows; 

Development proposals for a minimum of 32 residential units and 7 light 

industrial/commercial units, on land at Sumners Ponds shall include the 

following measures: [….] 

We fully support the Parish Council in the proposed allocation of land at 

Sumners Pond Site for a mixed use development to deliver a minimum of 32 

new dwellings and 7 commercial units to meet the local housing and 

employment need identified, as set out at Policy 9 of the emerging INDP. 

Yours sincerely 

ECE Planning 

 

 
 

Chris Barker MATP MRTPI 

Managing Director 
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