
Ref 9 Pulborough Community Land Trust (Part I) 
 
Please accept this comment on behalf of Pulborough Community Land Trust which is a 
Community Benefit Society No 7975, registered address Number Three, Rectory Lane, 
Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2HH. 
 
To: Horsham DC, Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
 
Our Trust welcomes the statement as set out in PULBOROUGH Neighbourhood Plan document 
(Page 44) 5. Community Aims, 1. Community Land Trust, and requests the following additional 
comments to be taken into account.  
 
We are pleased to see that this draft Neighbourhood Plan does now acknowledge the need for 
more affordable housing. However, considering that, by definition, half of Pulborough’s working 
population of approx. 2750 earn less than £24,500 pa local median wage, the Plan still fails to 
identify or recommend any adequate scale of new provision. Our Trust is extremely concerned 
by this omission and believe that the Plan is failing in its purpose unless this question is properly 
addressed. 
 
The purpose of a Neighbourhood Plan is to provide for housing that meets identified local need, 
and should therefore set out how housing can be provided in Pulborough for the majority of local 
residents and workers whose earnings are demonstratively insufficient to afford to rent or buy 
local open market housing at current cost levels, while unable to qualify for the right to access 
social housing. 
 
This requirement was highlighted in Aecom’s Pulborough 2018 HNA, on which this Plan is 
based, which states (Para 140) ‘….it is possible to see that fewer than 50% of households can 
afford Affordable Market Housing without financial assistance of some sort….'. It should also be 
noted that no affordable housing has been built in Pulborough for over 10 years. 
 
Because of the extremely high cost of building land with planning permission, our Trust believes 
that the only possible way of providing genuinely affordable housing would be via the use of rural 
exception sites. Planning law has been specifically created to allow for the development of these 
sites for rural communities in these circumstances.  
 
Our Trust therefore requests Horsham DC to allow selected sites to be developed for community 
housing and to help provide the necessary planning advice, support and financial assistance 
required.  
 
For greater understanding our village’s current employment and housing situation we have 
pleasure in attaching a graphic to better explain the relationship between income and cost for 
Pulborough residents and workers. 
 
We would be grateful if you would ensure that these comments and attachement are forwarded 
to the NP Inspector for consideration. 
 
Thank you for your assistance, 
Pulborough Community Land Trust 
 
Attached: Pulborough Housing v Income Graphic 
 

 


