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Mr John Slater, 
Independent Examiner to the Pulborough NP, 
Via Horsham District Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by email only. 

 
 
 11th August 2021 
 
Our Ref: HA/GB 

Your  Ref: Reg 16 

 
 
Dear Mr Slater,     
 
Initial comments of the Independent Inspector dated 28th July 2021 
Pulborough Neighbourhood Plan 2014 – 2031 
Re: Policy 6 (PPNP17) and SA556: Land at Highfields, Codmore Hill, Pulborough 
 

I refer to your Initial Report dated 28th July 2021 in which you invited comments from Reg 
16 Contributors in respect of any material changes to the Pulborough NP that might result 
following the recent publication of the National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF]1. 
 
Whilst the NPPF remains very much intact, there are revised policies on the matter of plan-
making which are pertinent. 
 
At paragraph 11a it is clear that the emphasis has changed, adjusting the presumption in 
favour of sustainable development for plan-makers. “All plans should promote a sustainable 
pattern of development that seeks to: meet the development needs of their area; align 
growth and infrastructure; improve the environment; mitigate climate change (including by 
making effective use of land in urban areas) and adapt to its effects.” 
 
It is clear that the Parish NP has considered the allocation of Site PPNP17 alongside other 
potential sites and correctly deemed that this site is sustainably located in terms of access 
to public transport, local village facilities, and also considered the principal details of access, 
drainage and environment to ensure deliverability. For this reason, we do not believe the 
revised NPPF requires the Plan to make any further adjustments to its allocation for 
residential development at Site PPNP17. 
 

 
1 Revised NPPF – 20th July 2021 
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The above comments also cover off the amended change at paragraph 73 of the Revised 
Framework where there is now a requirement to include, “a genuine choice of transport 
modes.” The Site at PPNP17 is located close to the Village facilities with Tesco’s 
Supermarket a mere 500m away and just over 1km from the Railway Station. There is thus 
the opportunity to walk, cycle, use public transport as well as using a private motor vehicle. 
 
Perhaps of most importance to the consideration of the Pulborough NP is paragraph 70 (and 
paragraph 69a) which specifically refers to the opportunities for “allocating small and 
medium-sized sites suitable for housing in their area.” It is our opinion that this is a matter 
that the Steering Group and the Parish Council have taken into account in allocating Site 
PPNP17. The revised NPPF simply emphasises this point.  
 
In summary, we believe that the amended changes to the July update of the Framework do 
not materially impact on the preparation of the Pulborough Neighbourhood Plan in relation 
to Site PPNP17, for which reason we believe there is no impediment to the NP being found 
sound in that respect.   
 
If we can be of further assistance, please let us know. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
  
 

Graham Beck 
 
 
 
Graham Beck 
Exec Consultant  
Email: grahambeck@lukenbeck.com  

   
Copy to: Pulborough Parish Council 

David Adams and Martin Curry at Henry Adams 
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