
 
 

SCREENING OPINION 
 
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2017 
 
Screening Opinion reference: NH/23a 
 
Applicant: Biffa Waste Services Ltd.   
 
Contact: Paul Foster – AECOM (Agent)   
 
Date Received: 18 May 2023   
 
Site:  Biffa Waste, Brookhurst Wood, Langhurstwood Road, Horsham, RH12 4QD.

  
Proposal:   Installation of an open windrow composting facility.  
 
Classification of the Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development is for an open windrow composting facility that would 
also provide for the recycling of wood. It would have a capacity of approximately 
90,000 tpa, of which it is estimated 60,000tpa would be green waste and 30,000 
tpa wood waste. 
 
The site would be some 2.4 ha in size, on land currently comprising a mixture of 
hardstanding and compacted materials. It would fall within the wider Brookhurst 
Wood site, that contains a number of waste management facilities (some of which 
are also operated by the applicant) and a brickworks. 
 
In terms of physical development, the proposals would require new/revised hard 
surfaces and access tracks, drainage provision (including a new surface 
water/water management lagoons), containment bays/walls for materials, 
weighbridges and office, and an open sided screening/separation plant building 
(40m x 10m and 10.1m in height). Additional ancillary infrastructure would 
include a spares workshop unit, rainwater tank and fuel tank. 
 
Green waste would be received, shredded and placed into open piles (windrows). 
Plans indicate that some 17 windrows could be present on site. Windrows would 
then be periodically turned over a period of some 5-15 weeks, after which they 
would be screened/graded into compost for re-use. Wood waste would be 
shredded and bulked for onward transfer. 
 
The proposal does not comprise Schedule 1 development, as defined in the Town 
and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (‘the 
EIA Regulations’).  
 
The proposed development is considered to fall within Schedule 2 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment (England) Regulations 
2017 (the EIA Regulations), namely Part 11(b) ‘Installations for the disposal of 
waste’.  
 
Whilst it noted that the applicant considers that composting is a recycling 
operation outside of the scope of ‘disposal’ and thus Part 11(b), the County 
Planning Authority notes caselaw suggests interpretation of Schedule 2 
developments are given ‘wide scope and broad purpose’ (as confirmed by 
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in these thresholds, are the scale of the development and the nature of the 
potential impact in terms of discharges, emissions, or odour. 
 
In this case, the proposals are for a maximum capacity of up to 90,000 tonnes 
per annum (exceeding the 50,000tpa indicative threshold), however, on a site of 
some 2.4Ha in area (significantly below the 10Ha indicative threshold). The 
proposals are of an intermediate scale, however, involve a modest extent of 
physical built development, that is low-level and within a well contained, 
previously developed, site surrounded by commensurate large scale waste 
management uses and within/adjacent to land allocated for waste management 
uses. 
 
There is potential for discharge of leachate to the water environment associated 
with the storage and processing of green waste. However, the proposals provide 
for catchment, containment, and management of surface/operational water, with 
leachate reused to irrigate windrows or sent offsite for treatment re-use. This is 
consistent with similar facilities (including other sites outside of the County 
operated by the applicant) that typically ensure any discharges are managed 
without resulting in significant environmental impacts. Such controls would also 
be regulated by the Environmental Permitting regime (the regulator for which is 
the Environment Agency), thereby minimising the potential for significant effects 
from discharges. 
 
There is potential for other emissions, in particular odour, dust and bioaerosols. 
Noting typical operational odour and dust control practices, the requirement to 
adhere to environmental permit requirements, the limited number of sensitive 
receptors proximate to the site, separation distances involved, and context of 
existing neighbouring waste facilities, it is not considered emissions have the 
potential for significant effects within the meaning of the regulations. 
 
The proposals clearly have the potential for environmental impacts.  However, the 
scale, nature and location of the proposed development is such that, within a 
wider site with already established waste management/industrial uses, it is 
considered that these are unlikely to be of a magnitude that would lead to 
significant environmental effects.   
 
The applicant proposes further detailed environmental surveys/assessments in 
accordance with relevant guidance, and mitigation measures typical of a 
development of this nature, all of which would accompany any future planning 
application. It is considered that such measures would reduce the probability of 
impacts, and/or likely be capable of suitably reducing or offsetting them. 
 
The nature of the works would require further consent under other regulatory 
regimes administered by the Environment Agency to minimise and limit 
emissions. It can be assumed that these regimes will operate effectively thus 
further minimising the probability of any environmental impacts. 
 
Considering the findings set out above and having regard to the selection criteria 
in Schedule 3 of the EIA Regulations, it is considered that the proposed 
development does not have the potential for significant effects on the 
environment within the meaning of the EIA Regulations 2017. 
 
Screening Opinion 
 
In the opinion of the County Planning Authority the development would not 
require an Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 






