HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA DESIGNATION
PARISH OF STEYNING PARISH COUNCIL
DESIGNATION OF AREA
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BACKGROUND

An application for the designation of the Parish of Steyning as a neighbourhood area for
the purpose of producing a neighbourhood development plan was received from Steyning
Parish Council on 14 May 2018, as shown in Appendix A. In accordance with the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended), Horsham District
Council has considered whether the application meets the requirements of Regulation 5A
of the Regulations.
The Council, on 25 July 2013, delegated authority to the Head of Strategic Planning, in
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Planning and Development, to publicise
applications for neighbourhood areas and determine applications.
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APPLICATION

Steyning Parish was part of the neighbourhood planning cluster formerly known as SWAB
(Steyning, Wiston, Ashurst & Bramber). This group formally de-clustered on 12 October
2017 under Regulation 12 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as
amended).
As set out above, an application for the designation of the entirety of Steyning Parish as a
‘neighbourhood plan area’ for the purpose of producing a neighbourhood development
plan was received from Steyning Parish Council on 14 May 2018. No other parishes or
areas are included in the application. The application was accompanied by a statement
explaining why Steyning Parish is considered appropriate to be designated as a
neighbourhood area, and a map on an Ordnance Survey base identifying the intended
neighbourhood plan area was also provided. (See Appendix C)
Section 61(G) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) sets out which
organisations and areas qualify as Neighbourhood Planning areas. Under this Act, Parish
Councils are identified as a ‘relevant body’, for these purposes. The Act also sets out what
specified areas can be designated for the purposes of Neighbourhood Planning. This
includes the whole or part of any parish.
Under the terms of these regulations, Steyning Parish Council meets the definition of such
a body, and the whole parish qualifies as the ‘specified area’.
The Council considers the application meets the requirements of Regulation 5.
It should be noted that part of Steyning Parish is located within the South Downs National
Park who are the planning authority for this part of the Parish. The Parish have made a
separate application to the South Downs National Park for the designation of this area to
be a Neighbourhood Plan Area. Further details will be made available on the South Downs
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National
Park
website.
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning/communityplanning/neighbourhood-development-plans/
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PUBLICITY AND CONSULTATION

Under Regulation 5A of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as
amended), where applications for designation of the whole of the area of a Parish Council,
there is no requirement to undertake consultation which would otherwise be required by
the Regulations. As the application meets these requirements, there is therefore no
requirement to publicise the application for a 6 week period.
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COMMENT

The proposed neighbourhood plan area does not overlap with any other area and is
considered to be compatible with the objective of good town planning and the strategic
policies of the Horsham Development Planning Framework which was adopted on 27
November 2015. The necessary information has been received in accordance with the
Regulations to enable Horsham District Council to designate Steyning Parish as a
Neighbourhood Development Plan Area.
DELEGATED DECISION
The Head of Strategic Planning and the Cabinet Member for Planning and Development
hereby exercise their delegated authority to agree the application and designate the Parish
of Steyning as a Neighbourhood Development Plan Area.
A copy of this note will be placed on the Council’s website, sent to Steyning Parish Council
and to relevant District Councillors. A map of the designated area will also be posted on
the Council’s website.
The publicity for the Council’s decision will thereby meet the requirements of Regulation 7
of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended).
BARBARA CHILDS

HEAD OF STRATEGIC PLANNING
Date: 21/05/2018

COUNCILLOR CLAIRE VICKERS

CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Date: 21/05/2018
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Appendix A – Steyning Parish Application
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Appendix B

Steyning
Parish Council

The Steyning Centre, Fletcher’s Croft, Steyning,
West Sussex, BN44 3XZ
www.steyningpc.gov.uk
www.thesteyningcentre.co.uk

Telephone: 01903 812042
________________________________________________________________________________

Date 2nd March ‘18

Supporting information of area application Section D


We aim to create a neighbourhood plan led by the local community’s vision for areas such
as housing, heritage, conservation and local green space. We feel Steyning should go
through the proper process to assess Steyning’s up to date housing needs and how this
could be met. The plan will encourage the provision of affordable housing within the
neighbourhood planning area. The plan’s policies will encourage all new development to
be high quality and inclusive in design, whilst respecting Steyning’s distinctive character
and being sustainable in line with the NPPF.



We propose starting the process with a Steering Group of 10 or 11 people, to include 2 or 3
parish councillors. We feel at least eight people are necessary to ensure meetings are
quorate without the body becoming unmanageable. We plan to advertise widely to attract
other residents with the skills, time and enthusiasm to take the project forward
constructively from the existing point. All members of the new Steering Group will need
to understand and accept that they will have to undertake extra work outside meetings to
create the plan and key deliverable documents which includes writing planning policies etc.



This will be a community-led process, conducted as transparently as possible.



Steyning is a Historic market town and we need to ensure any future development is in
keeping with this heritage – to enhance and conserve, help protect South Downs
footpaths, natural beauty and tourism value, and to listen to the needs of our residents.
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Appendix C Map
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