
 

 

Representation Form  

 
Pulborough Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2031 

 
The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 

amended) - Regulation 16 

 
Pulborough Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 
In light of recent announcements regarding COVID-19, Horsham District Council has reviewed its 
protocols regarding the consultation process for neighbourhood plans, a number of which were 
published for public consultation shortly before the government imposed the nationwide lockdown. 
 
In order to continue to progress neighbourhood plans, we have made a decision to continue with 
the consultation process with measures we feel are in accordance to the government guidelines.  
 
Pulborough Parish Council has prepared a Neighbourhood Development Plan (PNP). The Plan sets 
out a vision for the future of the parish and planning policies which will be used to determine planning 
applications locally. In accordance with Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 
2012 (as amended), the PNP and associated documents will go out to consultation: 
 
18 November 5pm to midnight on 13 January 2021 for 8 weeks inviting representations on the 
draft submission plan, basic conditions statement, consultation statement and the full Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA).  
 
Copies of the PNP Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents are available to view on the 
Horsham District Council’s website: 
 
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/currentconsultations 
 
Documents will not be made available in deposit locations due to the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
If local residents have difficulty in engaging online we have provided a telephone number and email 
address below. Members of the public are encouraged to leave their details for an officer to contact 
them back if they need further information.  
 
Email: neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk – SAS@southdowns.gov.uk  
 
Telephone: 01403 215398 

 
All comments must be received by Midnight on 13 January 2021 

 
There are a number of ways to make your comments: 
 

1. Please use the above web address to view the documents; 
 

2. Complete this form and email it to: neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk ; or 
 

3. Print this form and post it to: Neighbourhood Planning Officer, Horsham Council, Parkside, 
Chart Way, North Street, Horsham, RH12 1RL 
 

All comments will be publicly available, and identifiable by name and (where applicable) 
organisation. Please note that any other personal information provided will be processed by 
Horsham District Council in line the Data Protection Act 1998 and General Data Protection 

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/currentconsultations
mailto:neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk
mailto:SAS@southdowns.gov.uk
mailto:neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk


Regulations. Horsham District Council will process your details in relation to this preparation of this 
document only. For further information please see the Council’s privacy policy: 
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/privacy-policy   
 
How to use this form 
 
Please complete Part A in full, in order for your representation to be taken into account at the 
Neighbourhood Plan examination.  
 
Please complete Part B overleaf, identifying which paragraph your comment relates to by completing 
the appropriate box. 
 
 

PART A Your Details 

Full Name The Reverend Canon Paul Seaman, Alyson Heath and 
Ann Kaiser (Churchwardens) 

Address The Rectory, Hillcrest Park, Lower Street, Pulborough 

Postcode RH20 2AW 

Telephone 01798-875773 (PS) 01798-873795 (AH) 01798- 872819 
(AK) 

Email pulbpccrector@btinternet.com, 
alyson.heath55@gmail.com, ann.kaiser@live.co.uk 
 

Organisation (if applicable) St Mary’s Church, Pulborough  

Position (if applicable) Rector and Churchwardens 

Date  8th January 2021 

 

PART B 

 
To which part in the plan does your representation relate? 
 

Paragraph Number: 
 

14 of Regulation 14 
Report, October 
2020 

Policy Reference: 
Policy 11 PPNP01  
Policy 14   

Policy 11 West Glebe 
Field 
Policy 14 Local Green 
Spaces 
(Pre Submission Plan 
July 2020) 

 
 
 
Do you support, oppose, or wish to comment on this plan? (Please tick one answer) 
 
 
 
Support   
 
 
Support with Modifications 
 
 
Object 
 
 
Comment 

 

 

X 

 

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/privacy-policy
mailto:pulbpccrector@btinternet.com
mailto:alyson.heath55@gmail.com
mailto:ann.kaiser@live.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 

Please give details of your reasons for support/opposition, or make other comments here: 

 
To whom it may concern 
 
We respectfully draw your attention to our response to the draft Pulborough Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
which we submitted to the Steering Group of Pulborough Parish Council for their consideration.  We are re-
submitting this response to you to be included in this next phase of the consultation process overseen by 
Horsham District Council.   
 
Our concerns relate to the West Glebe Field which has been designated a ‘green space’ in the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan.  As you will see from our submission we seriously question the need for this 
designation. 
 
We are not satisfied that the Steering Group of the Parish Council have taken seriously our needs as a public 
amenity and as the most significant heritage building in the village.  We draw your attention to our comments 
about our need for better community facilities in order for our church building and churchyard to be more 
easily accessible to the general public.  Our hope is to develop our church building for greater community 
use and as an obvious centre to celebrate our local history and heritage.   
 
In the draft Neighbourhood Plan there is reference to community facilities which are ’highly valued by the 
local community’ and the encouragement to improve these facilities to enable them to remain viable.  At no 
point during the initial consultation were we approached to discuss with Council representatives, what our 
needs are in terms of improving and developing St. Mary’s Church as a valued community facility. 
 
We have set out in our submission why we believe that the West Glebe should be able to support a small 
development with green community space that is accessible to the public.  We also note that there are those 
on the Steering Group who have a direct vested interest in maintaining the West Glebe Field in its present 
state. 
 
We appreciate the complexity of this process and the many sensitivities around any future developments. 
We would urge those concerned to take seriously our well- considered submission to ensure that St. Mary’s 
Church continues to be an important focus for community life in Pulborough, a highly regarded historic asset, 
as well as continuing to be a much-loved place of worship. 
 
Thanking you in anticipation  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Paul – Rector of St. Mary’s Church 
Alyson Heath - Churchwarden 
Ann Kaiser – Churchwarden 
 
 

norman.kwan
Highlight



What improvements or modifications would you suggest? 

Please read our full response to the Neighbourhood Plan which includes our improvements and 
modifications.  
   

Response to the Draft Pulborough Parish Neighbourhood Plan from the Rector and 
Churchwardens of St. Marys’ Church: The Reverend Canon Paul Seaman, Mrs Ann Kaiser 
and Mrs Alyson Heath. 
(Please note: This response reflects the views of the Rector and Churchwardens and does not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Parochial Church Council or other members of St Mary’s congregation) 
Preface 
As the Rector and Churchwardens of St. Mary’s Church we would first like to express our gratitude to the 
Parish Council, particularly the Steering Group for all the hard work, time and effort given over a long, 
protracted period to produce this draft Pulborough Neighbourhood Plan 2014 – 2031, which we have read 
with interest. As is apparent from the cover of the ‘Pre-Submission Plan’ and the images on the village sign, 
St Mary’s Church is an important part of Pulborough’s identity and arguably, the most important heritage 
building in the village. For many people who live here and others who have a long association with the 
village, it serves as a symbol of Pulborough and a focus for village life. It is an essential and fundamental 
part of the history and development of the village and, along with the churchyard, serves as an important 
physical record of social and family history over the centuries. As a recognised and valued community 
facility, (Community Facilities, Page 37 4.31- 4.33) we are of the opinion that any existing or future plans 
for the village should take seriously the developing needs of St Mary’s Church. This will ensure that this 
beautiful historic resource will be available for the use of the whole community, as well as for the regular 
congregation.  
West Glebe, Pulborough (PPNP01) - Page 35 - Policy 11 
We recognise the importance of ‘green spaces’ and the rural context of the village including the 
conservation area around the church. We would not want to undermine the need for the ‘green lungs’ that 
are essential for the health of any village community. However, we would not support the proposed 
designation of the West Glebe as a ‘green space’ as it is within a 100 yards of beautiful open countryside 
and borders St Mary’s Churchyard which is in itself a ‘green space’. The West Glebe is already surrounded 
by buildings, including an industrial estate and railway line and is not currently an ‘open green space’ 
accessible to the public and therefore, at present, cannot be considered a public amenity.  We highlight the 
difficulties of parking as a serious problem in the Church Place area, especially if the former Roman 
Catholic church site is developed. Although the West Glebe is owned by the Diocesan authorities, we 
would support a small or moderate development which would include some ‘open green space’ accessible 
to the public, including the proposed extension of the churchyard and the provision of a public footpath.  
East Glebe - Community Views on Planning Issues (Page 14/15) - Environment and Heritage 3.44 (page 
23) 
We would fully support keeping the East Glebe as a ‘green space’ where people are currently free to walk 
and exercise. However, as with the West Glebe, this field is owned by the Diocesan authorities, who allow 
the use of this land by the public and as a venue for certain community events e.g. the Harvest Fayre. It is 
clear that the use of this land, other than the public footpath, can be withdrawn at any time. 
Community Facilities- Page 36 - Policy 13  
The ten selected facilities mentioned in this section include St Mary’s Church and it states that they are “all 
highly valued by the local community” and “the policy also encourages the improvement of community 
facilities to enable them to remain viable. This may require new development to extend the existing facility 
and this will be supported in principle”. For St Mary’s Church to function effectively we require basic 
essential facilities. Assuming the graveyard is extended, there will be a need for suitable parking for people 
visiting and tending existing and future graves, as well as for those attending funerals, weddings and 
baptisms, many of whom will have travelled from a distance. At present there is no provision for accessible 
parking for people with young children (as allowed for in e.g. our supermarket car parks) and for elderly 
and disadvantaged people. There are currently no designated parking spaces for people with a disability 
anywhere near the church or the churchyard.  



In order to make St Mary’s a more viable community facility we need improved and enhanced amenities to 
include an additional toilet, (preferably inside), a meeting space for church groups, (especially for babies, 
children and young people) during main service times, as currently we do not have any separate space or 
additional rooms. Over many years no development has taken place to provide extra facilities for the 
church. We believe that it is not unreasonable to now make provision for those needs that would be 
considered essential for any other building.  
We have begun the process of discussing the potential reordering of the nave of the church to allow for 
more flexibility e.g. in holding concerts, exhibitions, and in presenting information about the historic 
nature of the building. After years of debate, discussion and some considerable expense, we have recently 
completed a full restoration of the church organ. This was in response to pressure from members of the 
congregation and the wider community to retain the pipe organ with a view to holding more concerts and 
other musical events. At present we have little and potentially no car parking for people who would attend 
on such occasions.  We are also conscious of the negative impact of visitor parking on local residents, 
especially if the Roman Catholic church site is developed in the near future.  
We welcome and applaud the introduction of the WildArt Trail which includes the church and surroundings 
as part of the interest to visitors and tourists. We welcome this development as we want to see the church 
as a more significant visitor attraction, promoting the unique history of Pulborough. We have recently 
installed CCTV to allow the church to be open to the public more often when unattended. Working with 
other churches we would like to promote a ‘Churches’ Trail’ around the local area which could draw people 
into the village.  
Whilst St Mary’s Church is not responsible for the West Glebe, we would resist the designation of that field 
as a ‘green space’, thereby prohibiting any future development other than the extension of the 
churchyard. Our support of a small or moderate development would ensure that part of the field would 
become an accessible green space and would include a public footpath.  This would greatly improve the 
pedestrian approach to the village from the railway station and offer a safer route than walking along 
Church Place.  
We take very seriously the need to conserve the local eco-system and encourage the presence of wildlife 
on the edge of the National Park. The church has for many years been the home to a colony of bats which 
we value and would want to protect, although this creates ongoing inconvenience in needing to keep the 
church clean and hygienic for all who use the building. While we appreciate the need to install appropriate 
lighting in any future development on the West Glebe, the current floodlighting of the church does not 
appear to hamper the flourishing of the colony. We would welcome the use of the churchyard as part of 
the pedestrian approach to the village. However we would need the assurance that proper health and 
safety and security measures are in place and ongoing funding available to ensure pathways and entrances 
will be kept in good order. 
Over recent years we have seen a significant growth in our congregation and our hope is that we will 
continue to grow a vibrant and community - engaged church. Many of those who are involved in running 
the social and outreach groups in the village are currently members of churches in Pulborough, including St 
Mary’s.  
Like most churches, we attract people from outside the parish partly because of our particular liturgical 
tradition, for these people the option of using public transport is limited, due to time-tabling and general 
availability. A significant proportion of our congregation need assistance in accessing the church as they 
have to negotiate a number of steps or a long upward ramp to the church doors. This proves difficult not 
only for the regular congregation but for others visiting the church and the churchyard. In developing the 
West Glebe there needs to be provision for adequate parking to allow inclusive access on the level. This 
will provide a more dignified and suitable approach for wedding cars and guests and funeral cars, 
mourners and those tending graves.  
In order for St Mary’s to retain its present congregation and attract new members, it is essential that basic 
amenities are provided on or near the site. It should be noted that it is predicted that the age profile of 
Pulborough residents will see a significant rise over the next few years. We also have to consider the 
increasing needs of our young families and provide safe access and adequate amenities for our church 
school when they are using the building. It must be acknowledged that there is a serious concern about the 



future viability of St. Mary’s Church if we cannot attract and retain a reasonably sized congregation who 
are able to maintain the church building and its churchyard. This will not be possible long-term if we are 
not able to provide appropriate and accessible facilities as is necessary for any public building in the twenty 
first century. 
Concluding Remarks 
We would support the Parish Council in promoting any development that would enhance the quality of our 
community life in Pulborough and to include the essential provision of housing for local people and key 
workers. This would mean, wherever possible, giving priority to affordable and social housing.  Such 
developments should aim to be sustainable and sensitive to the needs of the village, without seriously 
compromising our rural environment. However, the improvement and development of local infrastructure 
would be a necessary requirement for such developments to take place. St Mary’s Church will hope to 
continue to play its part in strengthening and enriching community life in the Parish.   
 
We would welcome any opportunity to discuss the points raised in this submission. 
 

The Reverend Canon Paul Seaman, Mrs Ann Kaiser and Mrs 

Alyson Heath. 

 

 
If you have additional representations feel free to include additional pages. Please make sure any 
additional pages are clearly labelled/ addressed or attached.  
 
 

Do you wish to be notified of the local planning authority’s decision under Regulation 19 of the 
Neighbourhood Plan (General) Regulations 2012 in relation to the Pulborough Neighbourhood 
Development plan?  
 
Please tick here if you wish to be to be notified:  Y 


