
 

South East & London Office 
The Long Barn, Poplars Place 

Turners Hill Road 
Crawley 
Sussex  

RH10 4HH 
 

01293 978 200 | info@squiresplanning.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Offices in Swindon & Crawley. 
 Squires Planning is the trading name of Squires Planning Ltd.  

The company is registered in England & Wales with Company Number 11917764.  
The registered office is Home Farm, Purley on Thames, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 8AX. 

 

 

HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Albery House,  

Springfield Rd,  

Horsham  

RH12 2GB 

17 April 2026 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA 

I write on behalf of Southwater Parish Council, with the consent of Shipley Parish Council, in support of an 

application for the designation of a neighbourhood area comprising the whole of Southwater Parish and the 

whole of Shipley Parish. 

This application is made in accordance with Regulation 5 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 

Regulations 2012 (as amended). Regulation 5 requires that an area application submitted to the local planning 

authority must include: 

a) a map which identifies the area to which the area application relates – see Enclosure 1 

b) a statement explaining why this area is considered appropriate to be designated as a neighbourhood 

area; and – see Enclosure 2 

c) a statement that the organisation or body making the area application is a relevant body for the 

purposes of section 61G of the 1990 Act.  

Southwater Parish Council is the relevant body making this application. As a parish council, it falls within the 

definition of a relevant body in section 61G(2)(a) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Section 61F(1) 

and (2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 confirms that a parish council is authorised to act in 

relation to a neighbourhood area which consists of or includes the whole or part of its area and, where that 

neighbourhood area also includes the whole or part of another parish council’s area, only if that other parish 

council has given its consent. Shipley Parish Council has formally given that positive consent. Minutes of the 

resolution, passed under item 54a at the Ordinary Council Meeting of Shipley Parish Council held on 14 April 

2026, are enclosed at Enclosure 3. 

Given that Southwater Parish and Shipley Parish are already the subject of separate neighbourhood area 

designations, it is respectfully suggested that Horsham District Council may wish to exercise its powers under 

section 61G(6A)(c) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to replace those existing neighbourhood areas 

with a single neighbourhood area comprising both parishes. 
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Both Parish Councils look forward to working collaboratively with Horsham District Council in progressing a 

meaningful neighbourhood plan for the area.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
Andrew Metcalfe  

Managing Director | MPlan (Hons) MRTPI 

andrew@squiresplanning.co.uk 

mailto:andrew@squiresplanning.co.uk
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Enclosure 1 – Map of Proposed Neighbourhood Area  
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Enclosure 2 - Neighbourhood Area Designation Statement  

The proposed Southwater & Shipley Neighbourhood Plan Area, comprising the whole of Southwater Parish 

and the whole of Shipley Parish, is considered to be appropriate for designation because it provides a logical, 

effective and locally supported basis for neighbourhood plan preparation. 

In determining an area application, Horsham District Council must have regard to the desirability of 

designating the whole of the area of a parish council as a neighbourhood area, and to the desirability of 

maintaining the existing boundaries of areas already designated as neighbourhood areas. In this case, 

however, there are sound planning reasons why the designation of a single neighbourhood area covering both 

parishes is the most appropriate approach. 

These reasons are summarised as follows: 

1) The proposed designation includes the entirety of Southwater Parish and the entirety of Shipley Parish. 

It therefore respects parish boundaries and does not divide either parish for neighbourhood planning 

purposes. 

2) Southwater and Shipley are closely connected in spatial and planning terms. In particular, the ongoing 

growth and outward expansion of Southwater southwards is increasingly influencing the adjoining area 

within Shipley Parish. This strengthens the planning relationship between the two parishes and means 

that key issues are increasingly shared across the parish boundary. 

3) Those shared issues include, in particular, the distribution and location of development, the relationship 

between built form and countryside, landscape character, movement and connectivity, infrastructure 

requirements, and the protection of local character and settlement identity. These matters are not most 

effectively addressed through separate plans for separate areas. 

4) A single neighbourhood area will enable these cross-boundary issues to be considered in a 

coordinated and comprehensive way through one plan-making process and one consistent policy 

framework. This will assist in avoiding duplication, inefficiency and inconsistency which may arise if the 

two parishes continue to be planned for separately. 

5) Maintaining separate neighbourhood areas would create an increasingly artificial distinction between 

places that are becoming more closely related in functional and planning terms. In particular, the 

gradual southward expansion of Southwater has the potential to constrain effective plan-making if the 

two areas continue to be considered in isolation from one another. 

6) The democratically elected members of both Parish Councils have considered the merits of a joint 

approach and have independently resolved to progress a joint neighbourhood plan, having concluded 

that doing so is in the interests of their respective communities. 

For these reasons, the designation of a single neighbourhood area comprising Southwater Parish and Shipley 

Parish is considered to be the most appropriate basis for neighbourhood plan-making. It reflects the practical 

planning relationship between the two parishes, enables shared issues to be addressed through a coherent 

and consistent planning framework, and provides a more effective basis for plan-making than would be 

achieved through the retention of separate neighbourhood areas. 
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Enclosure 3 – Positive Consent from Shipley Parish Council  

Meeting minutes on next page 
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