
 

 

Representation Form  

 
Pulborough Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2031 

 
The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 

amended) - Regulation 16 

 
Pulborough Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 
In light of recent announcements regarding COVID-19, Horsham District Council has reviewed its 
protocols regarding the consultation process for neighbourhood plans, a number of which were 
published for public consultation shortly before the government imposed the nationwide lockdown. 
 
In order to continue to progress neighbourhood plans, we have made a decision to continue with 
the consultation process with measures we feel are in accordance to the government guidelines.  
 
Pulborough Parish Council has prepared a Neighbourhood Development Plan (PNP). The Plan sets 
out a vision for the future of the parish and planning policies which will be used to determine planning 
applications locally. In accordance with Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 
2012 (as amended), the PNP and associated documents will go out to consultation: 
 
18 November 5pm to midnight on 13 January 2021 for 8 weeks inviting representations on the 
draft submission plan, basic conditions statement, consultation statement and the full Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA).  
 
Copies of the PNP Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents are available to view on the 
Horsham District Council’s website: 
 
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/currentconsultations 
 
Documents will not be made available in deposit locations due to the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
If local residents have difficulty in engaging online we have provided a telephone number and email 
address below. Members of the public are encouraged to leave their details for an officer to contact 
them back if they need further information.  
 
Email: neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk – SAS@southdowns.gov.uk  
 
Telephone: 01403 215398 

 
All comments must be received by Midnight on 13 January 2021 

 
There are a number of ways to make your comments: 
 

1. Please use the above web address to view the documents; 
 

2. Complete this form and email it to: neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk ; or 
 

3. Print this form and post it to: Neighbourhood Planning Officer, Horsham Council, Parkside, 
Chart Way, North Street, Horsham, RH12 1RL 
 

All comments will be publicly available, and identifiable by name and (where applicable) 
organisation. Please note that any other personal information provided will be processed by 
Horsham District Council in line the Data Protection Act 1998 and General Data Protection 

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/currentconsultations
mailto:neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk
mailto:SAS@southdowns.gov.uk
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Regulations. Horsham District Council will process your details in relation to this preparation of this 
document only. For further information please see the Council’s privacy policy: 
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/privacy-policy   
 
How to use this form 
 
Please complete Part A in full, in order for your representation to be taken into account at the 
Neighbourhood Plan examination.  
 
Please complete Part B overleaf, identifying which paragraph your comment relates to by completing 
the appropriate box. 
 
 

PART A Your Details 

Full Name WYG Planning 

Address 90 Victoria Street, Bristol 

Postcode BS1 6DP 

Telephone 0117 925 4393 

Email Wyg.bristol.planning@tetratech.com 

Organisation (if applicable) On behalf of British Garden Centres 

Position (if applicable)  

Date  08/01/2021 

 

PART B 

 
To which part in the plan does your representation relate? 
 

Paragraph Number:  Policy Reference: Policy 9: Pulborough 
Garden Centre 
(PPNP16) 

 
 
 
Do you support, oppose, or wish to comment on this plan? (Please tick one answer) 
 
 
 
Support   
 
 
Support with Modifications 
 
 
Object 
 
 
Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

X 
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Please give details of your reasons for support/opposition, or make other comments here: 

 
On behalf of our client, British Garden Centres, we write to make representations in support of 
Neighbourhood Plan Policy 9, Pulborough Garden Centre, albeit with some minor modifications. 
 
Our client owns and operates Pulborough Garden Centre, having recently acquired the site from 
Wyevale Garden Centres. The area of land under our client’s ownership incorporates the garden 
centre, storage and car parking areas, the adjacent South Downs Light Railway, an area of ‘grow 
your own’ plots/allotments, and an area of land to the west, see site location plan attached.   
 
We understand that representations made on behalf of Wyevale Garden Centre have previously 
promoted the allocation of the entirety of this wider site for housing and inclusion within the South 
Downs National Park Authority SHLAA and Brownfield Land Registry.  Following the acquisition of 
the site, our client is embarking on a programme of improvements to the garden centre after 
several years of under investment by its previous owner and the housing allocation is no longer 
being pursued. British Garden Centres are instead committed to ensuring that the site continues to 
serve a valuable retail and tourist function within the local area and wider region. Our client is 
therefore encouraged that Policy 9 is supportive of proposals to intensify or extend the existing 
garden centre and facilities of its ancillary uses at Pulborough Garden Centre. 
 

 
 
 

What improvements or modifications would you suggest? 

 
It is noted that the wording of Policy 9 makes reference to ‘land shown on the Policies Map’ and 
supporting text states that the policy will enable the expansion of the garden centre but ‘only within 
[a] defined area’. No such area is defined on the accompanying Policy Map, however. 
 
Our client is keen to ensure that any area defined on the Policies Map provides sufficient flexibility 
to allow the garden centre and associated uses to meet the future needs of customers and visitors 
to the site. We therefore suggest that the defined area to be covered by Policy 9 should reflect the 
area of land under our client’s ownership. This is shown on the site location plan attached to our 
submission. 
 
Though it is noted that Policy 12 supports the development of new tourism facilities within the 
Neighbourhood Plan area, we also suggest that the wording of Policy 9 is also modified slightly to 
support the South Downs Light Railway hosted at the garden centre. Accordingly, we propose that 
the wording of the policy is modified slightly to read as follows: 
 
Proposals for development to intensify or to extend the existing garden centre, and the facilities of 
its ancillary uses, and tourism facilities at Pulborough Garden Centre within the land shown on 
the Policies Map will be supported provided any proposed extension or addition: 
 
i. Has regard to conserving the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the South Downs 
National Park;  

ii. Considers re-designing the entrance to accommodate any increase in traffic;  

iii. Is designed in such a way that the massing and height of any proposal is appropriate to the 
area;  

iv. Any development should be sympathetic to existing listed buildings adjacent to the site;  

v. Schemes proposed for a site shall identify and retain those features on site that are particularly 
important for bats and any impacts likely to cause disturbance to important routes used by bats for 
foraging or commuting; and show how and where any external lighting will be installed (through 
the provision of appropriate lighting contour plans, Isolux drawings and technical specifications) so 



that it can be clearly demonstrated that areas to be lit will not disturb or prevent bats using their 
territory;  

vi. All external lighting shall be installed in accordance with the specifications and locations set out 
in the scheme and maintained thereafter in accordance with the scheme. Under no circumstances 
should any other external lighting be installed without prior consent from the local planning 
authority.  

vii. Developers should submit a Construction Environment Management Plan showing how they 
will avoid damaging local water quality by preventing water runoff from the site  
 
We look forward to receiving confirmation of receipt of this representation in due course. In the 
meantime, please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any queries or require any further 
information.  
 

 

 
If you have additional representations feel free to include additional pages. Please make sure any 
additional pages are clearly labelled/ addressed or attached.  
 
 

Do you wish to be notified of the local planning authority’s decision under Regulation 19 of the 
Neighbourhood Plan (General) Regulations 2012 in relation to the West Grinstead Neighbourhood 
Development plan?  
 
Please tick here if you wish to be to be notified:   


